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The life of the buccaneer in early days was a rude one,
He and his serfs or apprentices roamed the woods of Haiti
by day, with dogs trained to run down the cattle and wild
swine. These beasts were brought to bay by the dogs and
dispatched with pikes or muskets. The hunters either
slept at night under the shelter of trees or rigged up a
rude shed of sticks and foliage, called by the Arawak names
of ajupa or barbakoa. But simple as their accoutrements
were they seldom travelled without some kind of mosquito
net, as the mosquitoes in these regions at night were al-
most unendurable. Their dress was of the simplest: long
loose breeches, and over them a blouse or shirt, both made
of coarse linen, and usually stained black and made shiny
by the blood and grease of the slaughtered bullocks. The
blouse was confined round the waist by a belt of ox hide
with the hair on, and thrust into this belt were three or
four large knives on the one side and on the other a
pouch for powder and shot. The men were shod with
rough boots of ox hide made like the veldschoon of South
Africa. A cap with a short pointed brim, to shield the
eyes, protected the head. At dawn the hunter and his
companions arose from their sleep and started out fasting
to seek for their prey, not stopping to eat or rest until they
had killed and skinned as many oxen or swine as there
were persons in the company. When the tale of these
was complete the head of the band, or "master buccaneer"
broke the marrow bones of an ox and made a meal for
himself and his followers out of the marrow. They skinned
the beasts as they lay and before a return was made to
the temporary settlement at night; when they would eat
a good square meal off the meat they had carried back
with them. The next few days, if the chase had been
successful, were spent in drying the meat and preparing